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A CONSOLIDATED HIGH SCHOOL DISTRICT 230 SCHOOL    THOUGHT MEANING ACTION

SENIOR CITIZEN LUNCHEON 
In October, we hosted over 150 District 230 Senior 
Citizens.  They were entertained by our student 
performances, and visited with administration during 
the luncheon.
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MESSAGE FROM THE PRINCIPAL
We have completed a full semester this school year.  We have had many successes and celebrations of the 
great things our kids and our programs have accomplished in just the first half.  I know the good news will 
keep rolling as we move to the very busy second semester.

First, there is a significant change coming to D230.  This comes in the form of “ELearning.”  ELearning 
is reserved for times in which the school cannot run normally - typically due to snow or cold days.  In 
the past, school closures have lead us to extending the school year.  The complications are several, 
but the most significant is the impact those extended days has on attendance and delays to summer 
programming.  Schools throughout Illinois are moving towards ELearning.  More information will follow, 
but the concept is simple:  Students will complete the day in an online platform which will maintain their 
education and count towards a day of attendance.  Many more details will follow, but this plan has been 
vetted through our Teachers-Administration Joint Meetings, District Board Committees, and Combined 
Parent Meetings.  We anticipate the plan may be in place in January of 2020.

Also, we were proud to share that Andrew High School has reached EXEMPLARY status by the Illinois 
School Board of Education.  Each year, public schools are ranked based on a series of performance 
metrics.  This year, Andrew’s performance has us ranked within the top 10% of schools in Illinois (out of 
nearly 700).  We are exceptionally proud of this ranking.  The chart below describes the rating indicators:

We will make a full report of our individual scores available once they are officially released by the state.  
However, our ability to move from COMMENDED to EXEMPLARY was due to improvement in three 
areas:

December
 5-6 Winter Production, 7:00 PM

 7 Winter Production, 3:00 PM

 18-20 Final Exams (Semester 1) 

 20 Winter Break Begins 

January 

 7 Classes Reconvene 

 8 Mid-Year Graduation 

 20 Martin Luther King Day -  
  No School

 24 Andrew’s Got Talent 7:00 PM

February
 17 President’s Day - No School

 26 Senior Academic Recognition  
  Night, 7:00 PM

• Graduation Rate - We increased our graduation rate 4% from last year (90% to 94%).  This tracks the 
number of students capable of graduating high school within four years after they begin.  

• Freshman On Track - We increased our percentage of freshmen on track 4% (92% to 96%).  This 
reflects the ability for our Class of 2022’s to successfully obtain 5 credits each semester with zero failures 
in core classes as defined by the state (English, math, science, and social studies)

• Chronic Absenteeism - We significantly decreased our chronically absent students 12% (from 18% to 
6%).  These are students who miss more than 18 days in a school year.  We are particularly proud of 
this accomplishment.

More will come of our performance.  For these reasons, and countless others, you can see why I am so 
proud of serving you and your children as Principal of VJA!  Thank you and I certainly welcome questions 
and comments at rnolting@d230.org.

Robert Nolting 
Principal

ELA Proficiency 10% 7.5% 7.5%
Math Proficiency 10% 7.5% 7.5%
Graduation (4, 5, 6 year) 50% 50% 50%
English Learner Progress to Proficiency 5% 5% 5%
Science Proficiency 0% 5% 5%
 Total Weight 75% 75% 75%
Chronic Absenteeism 7.5% 7.5% 10% 2.5-7.5%
Climate Surveys – 5% 5% 6.67% 5%
9th Grade On-Track 6.25% 6.25% 8.33% 6.25%
College and Career Readiness – 6.25% 6.25% 0% 6.25%
Fine Arts Indicator 0% 0% 0-5%
 Total Weight 25% 25% 25%

Future 
Weights
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Andrew Pride Survey
In High School District 230’s ongoing efforts to assess the effectiveness of its communication efforts in 
order to best serve our community, we appreciate you taking this brief survey. We hope you will share 

your thoughts honestly to assist us in improving communication efforts.

Thank you!
http://bit.ly/AndrewPrideSurvey

From Our Applied Tech, Family & Consumer Science, and Science 
Departments
As we continue to reflect on the Advisory Theme for the school year, 
it is great to have the opportunity to see the connections that our 
classes in Applied Technology, Family and Consumer Science, and 
Science Departments provide our students.  

We strive to prepare our students and give them the opportunity to 
explore and connect with their future.  The three departments provide 
students diverse course offerings to better prepare them for post-
secondary college and career choices.   Each year we have students 
that move on to further develop their futures in a wide array.  We have 
students who want to pursue careers in the medical field, engineering, 

automotives, education, fashion, skilled trade fields, graphic design, 
and many other opportunities.  Our programming reaches the diverse 
needs and interests of our diverse student body.

We are proud of our staff who understands the needs of our students 
and works with the students to connect them to these opportunities.  
We encourage them to advocate for themselves in individual classes, 
as well as to advocate for their future.  Students at Andrew High 
School are provided with many opportunities through the structure of 
the regular education and Advisory program to prepare them for every 
opportunity they can follow once they graduate.  
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From Our Social 
Workers
Holiday Stress:
The holiday season is supposed to be a relaxing 
time meant for spending time with friends and 
family as a way to reflect back on the year.  In 
reality, however, the holidays come filled with 
stress of all varieties.  There are work, family, 
and friend obligations that all need attention; and 
in the end, the holidays can often feel more like a 
burden than a chance to recuperate.

What causes the holiday blues?
● stress
● fatigue
● unrealistic expectations
● over commercialization
● financial stress
● the inability to be with one’s family and friends
● loss
● in addition to sadness, many people feel hol-

iday anxiety or stress, particularly when they 
feel unable to cope with the demands upon 
them

10 Ways to Actually Relax Over the 
Holidays
1. Take a breath. No, you don’t have to take up 

meditation. …
2. But if you want to try, just go on You Tube 

and search “Free Mindfulness Exercises”
3. Plan fewer activities. There are a million 

things to do over the holiday season. ...
4. Schedule intimate gatherings. ...
5. Play music. …
6. Don’t watch advertisements....
7. Shop early. ...
8. Take some time off. ...
9. Make time to exercise. ...
10. Get outside.

Don’t be shy about asking for help.  Let family 
members know you need a hand.  Delegate.  
Hosting a dinner?  Make it a potluck, have every-
one bring a dish.

Despite your best efforts, you may find yourself 
feeling persistently sad or anxious, plagued by 
physical complaints, unable to sleep, irritable and 
hopeless, and unable to face routine chores.  If 
these feelings last for a while, talk to your doctor 
or a mental health professional.   Don’t let the 
holidays become something you dread.  Instead, 
take steps to prevent the stress and depression 
that can descend during the holidays.  Learn to 
recognize your holiday triggers, such as finan-
cial pressures or personal demands, so you can 
combat them before they lead to a meltdown.  
With a little planning and some positive thinking, 
you can find peace and joy during the holidays.  

College Transcripts

Picking Next Year’s Classes

Seniors Applying For VJA Local 
Scholarships

Federal Financial Aid Forms For Seniors

Peer Mediation

Because transcript requests frequently 
take several days to process, it is very 
important to submit requests through 
Parchment, or with the assistance of the 
student’s Guidance Counselor, no later 
than Wednesday, December 18.   

This will ensure that transcripts are 
mailed prior to Winter Break.  After 
December 19, transcript requests 
cannot be processed until January 
17, this includes on-line requests via 
Parchment.

Counselors will be meeting with stu-
dents to select their courses for next 
year during the month of January.  
Therefore, now is a great time to take a 
close look at which classes you plan to 
take.  Parents interested in reviewing the 

course offerings in advance should log 
on to the district web site at http://d230.
org  then click on “2019-2020 Course 
Selection Guide.”  The 2020-2021 
Course Selection Guide will be posted by 
January 1.

In mid-January, seniors may pick up 
the VJA Local Scholarship Application 
in the Andrew Guidance Office.  This 
application allows students to complete 
one application for over 20 different 
scholarships awarded on Honors Night.  
In addition, there are other scholarship 

applications available in Guidance that 
may be of interest to students and 
their parents.  If your son or daughter 
is receiving a scholarship, please let 
Cody Dailey (cdailey@d230.org) know 
so that he may share that good news at 
Scholarship Night.

The FAFSA (Free Application for Federal 
Student Aid) is available online at http://
www.fafsa.ed.gov/.  This form is used 
to apply for student grants, work-study 
money, and federal and state loans for 
colleges and trade schools.  In addition, 

many colleges/universities have their 
own form to fill out.  Please contact the 
financial aid office at the school you plan 
to attend next year for further informa-
tion.

Peer mediation is a confidential, vol-
untary, and safe program supervised 
by adults but operated by students for 
students.  With a 98% success rate, it 
is a win-win program in which students 
create their own solutions to potential 
conflict.  The process helps students 
to learn problem-solving skills in a safe 
environment.

Peer mediators who recently participat-
ed in a one-day workshop, are ready to 
help their fellow students resolve difficult 
issues including rumors, relationships, 
threats, and hurt feelings.  

Situations that cannot be resolved, or 
are dangerous in any way, are referred 
directly to the Dean’s Office.  However, 
when two parties are sincerely interested 
in resolving the conflict, Peer Mediation 
is highly successful.

Students may request mediation through 
the Guidance Office, Dean’s Office, or 
through their teachers.  For further infor-
mation or questions please contact Mr. 
Brian Gascoin, Social Worker, at 342-
5854. 



EARLY / LATE  
SEMESTER EXAMS
Per Board Policy, there is a  

fee for any exam that needs to be 
arranged to be taken early or late.

The fee is $55 for each exam. 
Please submit written  

notification to Ms. Abir Othman, 
Associate Principal. 
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Deans’ Office

Imagine a day without your phone and without access to any 
social media accounts.  For some, this sounds like an amazing, 
stress free day.  For many high school students, this situation 
can create chaos and anxiety.  As students continue to use 
social media as their primary form of communication outside 
of school, it is important for parents to stay up to date on the 
latest developments.  This article highlights four topics that we 
hear about frequently from students at Andrew High School.

Snap Chat Maps 
This is a feature on Snap Chat, that if turned on, identifies on a map, the location of 
where a Snap is posted.  For example, if a party is happening at a house and multiple 
people are sending Snaps with the Snap Chat Maps featured turned on, any of their 
followers can see where they are located.  The more people at that location identifies 
that something is happening, thus attracting more people to that location.

Vaults 
A vault is an App of I-Phones that hides your videos and photos on your phone.  The 
vault often looks like other Apps (ie - the calculator icon), but when selected, a unique 
passcode is necessary for entry into the App.

Air Drop 
A setting on I-phones allows videos and pictures to be placed on your phone by simply 
being in an area with someone who is “air-dropping” an image from their phone.  
Settings on your phone can limit who can “airdrop” to your phone.  People who airdrop 
can remain anonymous by simply not naming their I-Phone.  Remember, once you 
accept an image or video on your phone through airdrop, it is on your phone.

Spam Instagram Accounts 
Individuals can have as many Instagram accounts as they wish.  Students have stated 
they have an account where anyone can follow them and they post general pictures.  
They have stated they have a second account for “close friends” where they share more 
unique pictures with their close followers.  Students have stated their spam accounts 
often are not followed by their parents or family members.  

As parents, continue to discuss privacy on social media with your students.  Remember, 
anything posted, liked, shared or sent is nearly impossible to remove.  Also, encourage 
your students to disconnect from social media while at home, even if only for a short 
period of time.  Less time on social media means more time for their brains to relax.  

Social Media and Technology Responsibility
FINAL EXAM 
SCHEDULE

Semester 1 
2019-2020  

School Year

Day 1 
Wednesday, December 18th
Period 4  8:00 am - 9:40 am
Period 5  9:50 am - 11:30 am
Activity bus run after Period 5 exam
Period 6 11:40 am - 1:20 pm
Full bus route run after Period 6 exam

Day 2 
Thursday, December 19th
Period 1  8:00 am - 9:40 am
Period 8  9:50 am - 11:30 am
Full bus route run after Period 8 exam
Period 0 11:40 am - 1:20 pm
Activity bus run after Period 0 exam

Day 3 
Friday, December 20th
Period 3  8:00 am - 9:40 am
Period 7  9:50 am - 11:30 am
Full bus route run after Period 7 exam
*Make-Up Time 11:40 am - 1:20 pm

*Make-Up Time on Day 3 is for students 
that missed an exam earlier in the week.  
Teachers will announce to their students 
where they will be located during this time.  
Students should be sure to connect with 
the teacher for specific arrangements. 
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Please keep a vigilant watch on your child’s health.  If your student experiences 
any of the following symptoms, please refer to your physician and keep your  
student home until symptoms subside or until medically cleared by your doctor.

Signs and symptoms include:
• Temperature of 100 degrees or higher
• Headache
• General aches and pains
• Fatigue and weakness
• Chest discomfort or cough
• Sore throat
• Nausea and diarrhea

We want to maintain a healthy environment for your student, as well as the 
entire school population.

Should a student become ill at school, it is VERY IMPORTANT that they come 
to the Nurse and contact you on the phones available to them here.  A student 
feeling ill at school should obtain a pass from his/her teacher to see the nurse.  
This will assure your student’s presence in the Nurse’s Office if you are picking 
them up.  It also provides the opportunity for us to monitor your child’s condition 
as we await your arrival.  The parent/parent designee must sign the student out 
through the Nurse’s Office.

Please remember to notify the Nurse’s Office of any 
changes in emergency contact information.  Parent 
emergency forms on file in the Nurse’s Office allow 
the school to follow your directives regarding who 
to call should your child become ill or need medical 
care here at school.

Nurse’s Office Alert  
Attention Junior Parents/Guardians 

(class of 2021)  
 Please read:

All students entering 12th grade in the State 
of Illinois are required to show proof of having 
received two doses of Meningococcal Conjugate 
vaccine at least 8 weeks apart with the second 
dose given on or after their 16th birthday.  Only one 
dose is required if the first dose was received at 16 
years of age or older.

The following action is needed from you at this 
time: Submit proof of the following:

• Your child received two doses of the 
Meningococcal Conjugate vaccine at least 8 
weeks apart; and  

• The last dose was given on or after your 
child’s 16th birthday   

Proof of having received the Meningococcal 
Conjugate vaccine is required and must be 
sent to the School Nurse as soon as the  
vaccine is given.  We ask that completed 
forms be turned in no later than April 12, 2020.
If you have any questions, please feel free to  
contact the Nurse’s Office at (708) 342-5858.

Nurse’s Office
Wellness Information

CAREER DAY 2019
In November, we had another successful Career Day organized by VJA’s Guidance Department.  Over 80 people from different careers paths 
came to Andrew to discuss their career with our students.  This is an opportunity for our students to find out all of the particulars of a given 
career so they can make an informed decision about their future.  We had several former VJA students come back for this event, knowing 
what it meant to them when they attended here.  
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District 230 DECA Competition

NHS (National Honor Society) Inductees

In late October, Andrew Career Internship students and DECA club 
members traveled to Sandburg High School to participate in a mock 
DECA competition in the Sandburg Performing Arts Center.  The 
competition was a district-wide event and students from Sandburg 
and Stagg joined the Andrew students in this 8th annual D230 com-
petition.  It was our biggest competition yet - almost one hundred 
students competed.

The competition allowed the DECA students to showcase their aca-
demic knowledge in the fields of marketing, management, finance, 
and economics.  It also highlighted their ability to demonstrate prob-
lem-solving skills and analyze real-world business scenarios.  The 
competition was broken up into different segments – a product 
knowledge test and two different role-play events.

During the role-play portions of the competition, the students 
were presented with two different real-life problems that actual 
businesses have to deal with from time to time.  One scenario 
asked the students to come up with a solution to a human 
resources problem - how to attract the best candidates for a 
summer internship program at the City Zoo.  The other sce-
nario dealt with a restaurant trying to come up with creative 
ways to train their employees to best deal with customers with 
food allergies.

All the students had the opportunity to prepare and make 
presentations on both of the role-plays.  They presented their 
ideas to a judge and were scored based on the quality of their 
ideas, their creativity, and their ability to answer questions.  

After the competition, awards were handed out to the top five finish-
ers from each high school.

Congratulations to our winners from Andrew:  Amy Nayi, Allison 
Cerullo, Tyler Mlynski, Jaice Abraham, and Patrick Flores.

This mini-conference was a dress rehearsal for a sectional competi-
tion to be held at the end of January at Moraine Valley.  Our students 
will compete against more than a dozen other area high schools for 
the chance to advance to a statewide competition held in Rosemont, 
IL, in March.  Winners there may advance to the International DECA 
competition to be held in Nashville, TN, next April.

JUNIORS

Jenna Abdallah, Lama Abdelhamid, Aya Ahmad, Hebah Alshaikh, Michael Arrigo, Ella Bailitz, Allison 
Barker, Brooke Bierovic, Michael Bobber, Jacob Bosco, Aidan Bressanelli, Jonathan Buryj, Anthony 
Castillo, Mia Ceniti, Karlie Cialdella, Marco Contreras, Alyssa Cozzolino, Ashley Cozzolino, Sean Cuba, 
Hannah Davis, Mitchell Delaleurs, Elliana Devriendt, Ameet Dhaliwal, Julia Dring, Nicholas Drucker, 
Nathan Eassa, Declan Farley, Jona Ferra, Meredith Flaherty, Michael Fudge, Daniel Garcia, Erin George, 
Allie Gerstenkorn, Allison Glavin, Yusef Golzar, Julia Gomez, Ava Gordon, Marissa Guzzy, Nathan 
Haynie, Emme Hemmerich, Ann Hickman, Alexis Insley, Ashley Jacob, Hannah Johnson, Hannah 
Tabitha Juvida, Peter Kakaletris, Leah Kassis, Alexander Kick, Samantha Kowalski, Julian Kuspa, Elias 
Lachonce, Collin Landers, Ella Lim, Mac Maciulewicz, Paul Magpayo, Michael Mannion, Nathan Mattix, 
Gabriel Mayuga, Ayden Maza, Molly McCarthy, Anna McDonnell, Hannah Melka, Razelilieann Mendoza, 
Kayla Michau, Olivia Mikula, Laurel Miskovic, Bryce More, Joel Mukkatt, Matthew Murray, Natalie 
Nigohosian, Claire O’Connell, Omoye Osaremwinda, Giana Pacewic, Gianna Palumbo, Anthony Pappas, 
David Pastrana, Siddhi Patel, Antonio Perna, Katherine Prochnow, Amy Rediger, Thomas Rendon, 
Marissa Richards, Natalie Richards, Jason Richmond, Brielle Ridgway, Janelle Rulla, Shadin Saadeh, 
Adam Salem, Ava Schuldt, Emmily Scumaci, Natasha Semanate, Nathan Shin, Kristina Smolinskas, Evan 
Standish, Evan Stanton, Audrey Staudacher, Hayley Subka, Amani Sulieman, Mckella Susralski, Valerie 
Swedberg, Jake Tanquilut, Jakob Tkach, Katrina Vahl, Shannon Volk, Kaylin Volling, Alyssa Watkins, 
George Winistorfer, Rumsey Yasin, Althena Yu, and Isaac Zumpano.

The qualifications to become an NHS member are stringent.  These students must have a GPA of 3.8 or higher, participating in at least 2 
activities a year (sports or clubs), no discipline points, must have completed 25 hours of community service before the start of their junior year, 
and they must be a junior or a senior.  Once they have been accepted for NHS membership, they must complete a total of 30 service hours 
per year:  20 to the Andrew community (as a runner, aide, tutor, etc.), and 10 are direct service hours for NHS (helping guide parents through 
parent/teacher conferences, Back to School Night, or helping organizations like Orchesis or Diversity, etc.).  NHS members must maintain 
their 3.8 or higher GPA and participate in two activities each year to maintain membership.  Congratulations to the following Juniors and 
Seniors on their induction into the National Honors Society:

SENIORS

Miriam Akhnoukh, Brianna 
Beissmann, Keziah Byju, 
Madeline Campbell, Connor 
Devine, Emily Godsey, 
Peter Heinz, Allison Janotta, 
David Laird, William Nagel, 
and Anthony Rihani.
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SUBMISSIONS ARE DUE BY FEBRUARY 3, 2020
To access the submission form go to:   https://forms.gle/UWmLuEuz2Xop14uZ6 

Veterans Day Celebration
Once again, our Student Council did a fantastic job in hosting our 
Veterans at a luncheon in their honor.  This year we had a record num-
ber of Veterans attend – 122 Veterans and 75 students.  We had guest 
Veterans saying the pledge for the school each morning.  The Student 
Council also sponsored a donation drive with some items going to 
Hines VA Hospital for homeless Veterans, and some items are put 
together into care packages and sent overseas to men and women cur-
rently serving in the military.  Here are pictures of our Student Council, 
staff and students that brought a Veteran to the luncheon, Korean War 
Vets, WWII Vets, and Vietnam Vets.  We thank them all for their service!
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VJA honors its finest students, teachers, support staff, and community supporters.  We 
are seeking nominations for individuals who exhibit the following criteria:

★ Positive role model for both staff and students
★ Distinguished work on behalf of the school and its students
★ Creative thinker; innovative 
★ Actively seeks solutions to problems at VJA
★ Undisputed positive attitude towards all others
★ Advocates for and participates in the growth of Andrew High School

CATEGORIES:
• Student an active student who has gone above and beyond as they represent VJA

• Teacher an active part-time or full-time, substitute, or teacher serving a long-term 
substitute position, who has gone above and beyond as they represent VJA

• Support Staff secretary, deans’ or special services aide, custodian, or food service 
employee, who has gone above and beyond as they represent VJA

• Community Member  a parent, neighbor, booster member, or other individual who is not 
employed at VJA, who has gone above and beyond in their support of VJA

• Corporate Partner Award a local business who has continued to support and successfully work with 
Andrew athletics, co-curriculars, or service learning opportunities

Golden Bolts Distinguished Service Award

OUR ADMINISTRATION AND SENIOR LEADERS WILL SELECT AND 
HONOR INDIVIDUALS AT A SPECIAL DINNER EVENT ON 

March 11, 2020
6:30 p.m. - Reception

7:00 p.m. - Dinner
7:30 p.m. - Awards 

(Please make sure of the nominee’s and your availability prior to the event.) 

SUBMISSIONS ARE DUE BY FEBRUARY 3, 2020
To access the submission form go to:   https://forms.gle/UWmLuEuz2Xop14uZ6 
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Andrew Athletics Update
Happy Holidays T-Bolts!  Believe it or not, the 
end of the first semester is just a few days 
away and soon families will be enjoying the 
annual winter break.  Snow has already fallen 
and the cold weather is definitely here!   As 
we prepare for more snow and cold days, our 
winter athletic programs have kicked off their 
seasons and we have seen some strong starts 
in a lot of our teams.  Our Athletic Department 
was excited to host invitationals for Boys’ 
Basketball, Wrestling, and of course our annual 
competitive Dance invite.  Please consider 
coming to Andrew on December 21 to support 
our Cheer program in their annual invitational, 
and our Girls’ Gymnastics Erin Olmstead 
Varsity invite on January 4.  As we do in every 
newsletter edition, we want to continue to 
remind families that all athletes must have an 
active physical on file with the Athletic Office 
and be registered in 8to18 to be a member of 
any athletic program.  Any questions pertaining 
to registration or physicals, please see the 
Athletic Office.  The spring season will be here 
before we know it, so please remember your 
sports physicals are only good for 13 months 
and need to be updated to continue to play in 
your sport.

There is so much we have to look forward to 
as we continue into the winter season.  This 
December, both our JV and Varsity Cheer 
teams will be competing at Lincoln Way East 
on the 14th and hosting our own invite on the 
21st.  Come out and cheer them on as Varsity 
looks to be a repeat winter classic grand 
champion!!  The Competitive Dance team is 
also looking forward to keeping the momentum 
from their November invitational!  The team 
is hoping to work hard and continue some of 
the traditions of previous seasons.  If you can’t 
make it to a competition, be sure to check out 
their performances at half-time of the Varsity 
Basketball games!

The Andrew Boys’ Bowling team will have a 
busy December, as the first winter season 
sports team to kick off the season.  The 
season begins with eleven matches, and three 
weekend tournaments before Christmas.  
Varsity returns a strong list of students who 
have developed with the program.  The Lady 
T-Bolts Bowling program is also rolling through 
the start of their competitive season this month.  
After the last two seasons, the program had 
back to back Regional titles, finishing 4th in 
Sectionals and making back to back State 
appearances.  This new and quite young 
group will look to create their own thunder this 
season.  Seventy-five percent of the program 
is underclassmen.  Several of the girls have 
been working hard in the off season by taking 
lessons and doing workouts.  The girls will 
continue their season with 4 tournaments in 
December.  Come join us at our first match 
against Chicago Christian at Orland Bowl on 
Tuesday, December 3!

The 2019-2020 Boys’ Basketball program 
kicked off the season with the D218 
Thanksgiving Tournament followed by 4 games 
in 7 days against Argo, Tinley Park, Lincoln 
Way East, and Bolingbrook.  The varsity squad 
is returning a handful of players that earned a 
great deal of playing time from last year.  The 
Sophomore squad, led by Coach London, 
begin their season at Chicago Christian, and 
the Freshman team, coached by Brandon 
Marren and Tom McGinnis, will play in our 
Andrew Thanksgiving Tournament.  The 
Girls’ Basketball teams are also hard at work 
preparing for their conference games and 
holiday tournament.  The focus for our program 
this year is on developing character and the 
sense of team and family within the program.  
Our girls were hard at work this past summer 
preparing for our season and are anxious to 
show everyone how much they have improved 
as individuals and as a team!

The Boys’ Swim/Dive season is just getting 
underway this month. With one returning 
state qualifier and five returning all-
conference swimmers, the boys are looking 
forward to a great season.  The competitive 
season kicks off this month with meets 
against conference rivals Lockport, Lincoln 
Way Central, and the big York Invitational.  
Come out and wish us luck at any of our 
upcoming home meets.

Our Lady T-Bolt Gymnastics program, 
now a consolidated program with athletes 
representing all three D230 schools, will 
have a big month in December as we host 
our 41st Freshmen (Nutter-Sulo) Invite!  
Along with this, we will be competing at the 
Hinsdale Central JV and Varsity Invite, and 
the Homewood-Flossmoor Varsity Invite.  We 
host our conference rival  Lincoln Way Co-op, 
on December 4 in the West Gym.  This will 
be an extremely exciting competition!  On 
December 11 we host Homewood-Flossmoor.  
These meets will prepare us for the biggest 
varsity invite in the south suburbs that we will 
be hosting, the Erin Olmstead Varsity Invite, 
January 4!  

The Wrestling team is again excited for the 
upcoming season.  We have a good portion 
of our varsity lineup returning for us from 
last year to go along with some new talented 
young kids in the room.  The T-Bolts look 
to host a big meet this month with Stagg 
on the 13th, and will head into the winter 
break focused on improving their skills for a 
tough conference schedule in January.  We 
are expecting the hard work and effort we 
all put in to translate to a fantastic year for 
Thunderbolt Wrestling.  Go Bolts! 

Finally, as we always ask, please consider 
being a member of our Athletic Booster Club.  
Their hard work and commitment to our 
athletes helps us every year in purchasing 
new uniforms, supplies, and equipment, 
totaling more than $50,000 annually.  We 
cannot say enough how much we appreciate 
all the hours they volunteer for our kids.  We 
ask all our athletics parents to please be 
a paid member of our organization.  Every 
dollar raised goes right back to our programs.  
We look forward to seeing you at our next 
home competition.  Go T-Bolts!  Best of 
luck to our winter programs as they compete 
in post-season play this month!  Follow 
our Boosters, as well as any of our athletic 
programs on twitter!
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MUSIC BOOSTERS T.P.P.O. 

(Thunder Pride Parent 
Organization)

The Marching Thunderbolts closed out their 2019 
run of the show, “The Departed”, with a fantastic 
performance at the Illinois State Marching Band 
Competition.  The group placed 2nd in their class 
and took 5th place in finals.  The show was one 
to remember and all of the students and staff are 
sad to see the season end.  The band officially 
ended the season with the Marching Band 
Banquet, a wonderful event to thank the students 
for the incredible work they did this year.

Soon after returning from their final competition 
at Bands of America, the music ensemble groups 
put on their fall instrumental concert.  The event 
featured all three band ensembles, the VJA 
Orchestra, and a percussion ensemble.  It was 
a wonderful night of music, and the groups all 
sounded fantastic.  We have one final concert for 
the year and that is the Holiday Prism Concert on 
December 12 featuring all of the instrumental and 
choral ensembles in one concert.  Please come out 
and join us for a wonderful night of holiday music.  

The Wind Symphony is honored to be invited 
to attend the Music For All Festival in March of 
2020.  Planning has 
begun to facilitate 
the students travel to 
this prestigious high 
school music event.  
Andrew High School 
was one of only four 
Illinois bands that 
were invited to attend.  
This will be the 
second time in the 
past 4 years that the 
group has auditioned 
and made it into this 

event. Way to go Wind Symphony members past 
and present!     

The VJA Music Parent Association hosted their 
annual Fall Music Parent Craft Show on Saturday, 
November 2, and Sunday, November 3.  The 
event was a big success with plenty of crafters 
and visitors in attendance.  Please mark your 
calendars for our Spring Craft Show, February 29 
and March 1.  We’d love to see you there.

Please consider attending the Andrew Music 
Parent meetings to keep up to date with all the 
news from the Music Department.  Meetings will 
resume in the spring with our first meeting on 
February 11.  Meetings are held at 7:30 p.m. in 
the Choir Room. 

Thank you and Eyes with Pride!!

Warmest Greetings!!  Don’t forget to 
order your son/daughter a Snack Pack 
for Final Exams.  It will be delivered 
to your child on the SECOND day 
of final exams, Thursday, December 
19, during the period 1 final exam 
(8:00 a.m. - 9:40 a.m.).  The cost is 
$5 each, or 2 for $7.  Included in the 
pack:  a bottle of water, a mint, a bag 
of Goldfish crackers, fruit snacks, 
and a sharpened pencil.  You will 
also have an opportunity to send a 
good luck note or last-minute tips 
from you on a note provided and 
stapled to the Snack Pack!  The 
form is located on our Facebook 
page at https://www.facebook.com/
AndrewHighSchoolTPPO/, along with 
reminders and news.  Any questions, 
please contact Tracie Zaghloul at 
traciezaghloul@gmail.com.

FORM FOR FIRST CHILD

Plan to attend our monthly Athletic Booster Club 
meeting. All members are invited.  It is also 
a great way to become involved. No meeting 
in December!  Next Meeting: Wednesday, 
January 8, at 7:00 p.m. in Room 220. All 
Fall Team Reps are expected to attend. All 
interested in learning more about what the 
Booster Club is all about are welcome to attend!

ATHLETIC BOOSTER CLUB FUNDRAISERS

Join Us...Wednesday, December 11 
At GATTOS RESTAURANT

All Locations—Lunch or Dinner—Dine-In or 
Carry-Out.  Just mention Andrew Athletic 
Booster Club when paying your bill.

Please download the Benefits Mobile App.  
Pick VJA Athletic Boosters and donate a portion 
to the Booster Club

WANTED: Directors who want to become a 
part of the Andrew Athletic Booster Club!

Spirit Wear Assistant. Someone who is willing 
to help our Spirit Wear Director with upcoming 
events.

Spirit Wear:  We have decals available 
for all sports.  If you need any spirit wear 
items, please contact Traycee Consenza at 
trayceeg714@gmail.com.  

Variety Show:  Variety Show dates are 
March 5, 6, and 7, 2020.  Please contact 
andrewvarietyshow@gmail.com with any 
questions.

SPECIAL THANKS Just a thank you to the 
team reps, directors, officers, and all the 
volunteers that have contributed to the success 
of the Andrew Athletic Booster Club.  We wish 
you and your families a joyous holiday season 
and a healthy Happy New Year! 

Any questions or feedback, contact Lesley 
Magnabosco at lesmag@att.net.

ATHLETIC BOOSTERS

Student Name

1st Hour Classroom No.

Teacher’s Name

School I.D. #

Someone’s thinking  
of you during  

your exam – enjoy  
your snack pack!

Athletic Booster Club website:  www.andrewathleticboosters.org
The Andrew Athletic Booster Club is only successful because of our volunteers.
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Culinary Competition
On Tuesday, October 29, senior 
Jacqueline Sullivan, junior Mia Ceniti, 
and freshman Sara Staudacher com-
peted in the Moraine Valley Pastry 
Competition. The team placed 2nd out 
of 8 with their fall inspired cake with 
caramel apple filling in this regional high 
school competition.  Great work T-Bolts!


